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himnes, Back in the days
hefore vachi designers
o heslel o thern,
chines were generally
stecp coastal valleys -
or in fact a method of
taking cuts of meat from the spine of
an animal (preferably desd), Anywiy,
once vacht designers got hald of
them, they ook on an entirely new
meaning. In the world of vachi
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racing a chine - essentially inseriing
a hard angle into the peofile of the
huall shape - can provide a yachi
with a performance boost b certalin
circomstances. I the world of vachi
cruisimg they are gencrally used to
give a vacht a dramatic look and
|1r|_|-|.'i|;|1_' ved more imternal sodume aht
Ve, in receni yoars, designers have
b b maove sway from the bard
whdme alt. Tos ooy rvinel this is no baad

thing. From a purely aesthetic poinl
off view [ have always favoured a
curved backshde over an angular one.
[leat’s just me though. You might
feel differently: differcnt stroks for
different Telks, as the Americans -
mm’lﬁ say. Anyway, whatever the
reason, chines ane on the way oot E

or at least that seemed to be the
case wilil the Benetsm Oceanis

511 turived up, She's disigned by —
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\ Boat test ~ Beneteau Ocean

] H . . - .
Beneteaus Oteanis 51.1 isa radical design with

'chafnpagne glass’ sections. Does that lead to the sailing
equivalent of Lambrusco? Sam Jefferson finds out
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